Sacred Suffering Discussion Guide

Everyday Christians are persecuted in different parts of the world for their faith in Jesus Christ. Jesus told us in John 16:33, “You will have suffering in this world.” We shouldn’t be surprised when people ridicule and persecute us for following Christ. If faithful commitment to God cost Jesus his life, why should we expect a pain-free comfortable existence? If we live for Christ and obey His Word, we will suffer at some point in this life. 

When we are persecuted, we should respond properly. We must commit to living a consistent Christian life. We should strive to live out the characteristics Jesus teaches in the beatitudes. We should defend what is right and oppose what is wrong. We can’t let fear of persecution keep us from speaking the truth in love. Also, we should pray for ourselves and for those who are persecuting us. In addition, we should respond to opposition in a godly fashion. In fact, Jesus tells us to rejoice. 

Why should we rejoice? If we endure persecution, the reward is great. Persecution forces me to change my perspective. It’s easier for me to live with an eternal perspective, anticipating my eternity in Heaven. That makes it a little easier to endure suffering in the present. Plus, Jesus promises to bless those who are persecuted. The reward for enduring persecution is God’s blessing and joy. 

Key Verses: Matthew 5:10-12

Discussion Questions: 

Have you personally been persecuted or insulted because of your faith in Christ? Why or why not? If so, when and how? 
What is the blessing we receive from God when we are persecuted?
How does persecution help us maintain an eternal perspective?

Prayer Focus:

Pray for those currently being persecuted around the world, that God would strengthen them, comfort them, and give them peace. Pray for those who are persecuting Christians, that they would realize their need for Christ and turn to Him for mercy and forgiveness. Pray that God would give you strength to endure any form of suffering He allows you to experience.

Next Steps 

Commit to pray each day for believers who are being persecuted around the world. 
Thank God for the freedom you have in this country to worship Him without fear of persecution.
Commit to live for Christ and obey His Word each day, regardless of what others say or do to you.
